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An  average  of   10,307,000  persons 
lived  on  farms  in  the  Nation's  rural  areas 
during  the  12  months  centered  on  April 
1969.  1/     This  figure  is   an   indicated 
decline  of  147,000  persons  since  the  pre- 
ceding year.   Because  the  data  are  based 
on  a  sample  survey,  the  chances  are  about 
one  out  of  three  that  a  change  this  size 
or  greater  would  have  been  obtained   in 
the  survey  even  if  no  actual   change  had 
occurred.   The  1969  farm  population  com- 
prised about  5  percent  of  the  total  U.S. 
population. 

Between  1960  and  1969,  the  U.S.  farm 
population  dropped  by  34.1  percent.  Geo- 
graphically, the  rate  of  loss  ranged  from 
46.6  percent  in  New  England  to  a  low  27.5 
percent  in  the  East  North  Central  States 
(table  1).  2_/  Aside  from  New  England, 
the  heaviest  declines  occurred  in  a  belt 
of  States  stretching  westerly  across  the 
South  Central  part  of  the  Nation  into  the 
Mountain  Division. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  East  North 
Central  Division  now  has  the  largest  farm 
population.  In  1960,  two  other  divisions 
—  the  West  North  Central  and  the  South 
Atlantic  —  had  somewhat  larger  farm  pop- 
ulations. The  last  decade  has  seen  rad- 
ical changes  in  farm  technology  and  man- 
agement in  the  South  Atlantic  States  — 
especially  for  cotton  and  peanuts,  and  to 
a  lesser  extent  tobacco.  In  comparison, 
such  labor-saving  changes  were  less 
widespread  in  the  East  North  Central 
States.   But  farm  residents  there  have 


1/  The  figure  is  an  annual  average  com- 
puted by  using  quarterly  data  for  the  year 
centered  on  the  April  date  for  which  the 
estimate  is  prepared. 

If     States  in  geographic  regions   and 
divisions  are  listed  at  bottom  of  table  1. 


had  greater  access  to  nonagricultural 
employment  to  supplement  their  income  and 
maintain  their   farm  residence  than  have 
West  North  Central  farm   households. 

Between  the  April-centered   periods 
for  1968  and  1969,  an  estimated  481,000 
persons  across  the  Nation  either  moved 
from  farms  or  lived  on  places  where  agri- 
cultural operations  ceased,  thus  reclas- 
sifying them  into  the  nonfarm  category 
(table  2).   About  284,000  people  moved 
onto  farms  or  lived  on  places  which  en- 
tered the  farm  category  because  agricul- 
tural operations  were  started.  This  mi- 
gration and  reclassification  left  the 
farm  population  with  a  net  loss  of  198,000 
persons  for  the  year,  or  a  rate  of  1.9 
percent.   The  loss  was  partly  offset  by 
the  occurrence  of  51,000  more  births  than 
deaths  to  farm  people. 

For  the  period  1965-69,  annual  net 
outmigration  and  reclassification  averaged 
582,000  people  (table  3).   The  rate  of 
outmovement ,  5.2  percent  was  not  greatly 
different  from  that  in  the  first  half  of 
the  decade,  5.7  percent   (table  4).  How- 
ever, with  the  steadily  diminishing  size 
of  the  farm  population  from  which  migrants 
are  drawn,  the  average  number  of  net  out- 
movers  (including  reclassification)   was 
27  percent  below  that  of  794,000  per  year 
from  1960-65.   It  is  unlikely  that  the 
farm  population  will  ever  again  yield  as 
many  as  750,000  net  migrants  a  year  as 
it  did  so  regularly  in  the  recent  past. 
The  base  from  which  such  volumes  of  movers 
could  be  drawn  no  longer  exists. 

From  1960-65  to  1965-69  all  geograph- 
ic divisions  but  the  East  South  Central 
States  experienced  some  lessening  of  the 
average  rate  of  loss  through  outmovement 
and  reclassification.   But  in  the  East 
South  Central  States,   the  farm   exodus 
accelerated  in  relative  tempo  during  the 


Table  1. — Farm  population  for  the  United  States,  regions,  and 
divisions,  1969  and  1960  1/ 


Area 

Number 

:  Percentage 
distribution 

Percentage 

1969 

2  /  ; 

1960 

'  1969  2/ 

;  I960 

change 
1960-69 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

United  States 

'  10,307 

15,635 

100.0 

100.0 

-34.1 

Regions : 

Northeast 

:    750 

1,119 

7.3 

7.2 

-33.0 

North  Central 

:  3,995 

5,836 

38.8 

37.3 

-31.5 

South 

:  4,583 

7,160 

44.5 

45.8 

-36.0 

West 

979 

1,520 

9.5 

9.7 

-35.6 

Divisions : 

New  England 

i          124 

232 

1.2 

1.5 

-46.6 

Middle  Atlantic 

■          626 

887 

6.1 

5.7 

-29.4 

East  North  Central 

'•     2,046 

2,821 

19.9 

18.0 

-27.5 

West  North  Central 

'•     1,950 

3,015 

18,9 

19.3 

-35.3 

South  Atlantic 

:   1,902 

2,838 

18.5 

18.2 

-33.0 

East  South  Central 

:  1,574 

2,494 

15.3 

15.9 

-36.9 

West  South  Central 

:  1,107 

1,828 

10.7 

11.7 

-39.4 

Mountain 

:    423 

678 

4.1 

4.3 

-37.6 

Pacific 

:    556 

842 

5.4 

5.4 

-34.0 

1/  Figures  are  rounded  to  the  nearest  thousand  without  being  adjusted  to 
group  totals.   2/  Similar  estimates  for  States  are  not  available. 

States  in  the  geographic  areas  are:  NORTHEAST — New  England:  Maine,  New 
Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut;  Middle  Atlantic: 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania.   NORTH  CENTRAL — East  North  Central:  Ohio, 
Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan,  Wisconsin;  West  North  Central:  Minnesota,  Iowa, 
Missouri,  North  Dakota,  South  Dakota,  Nebraska,  Kansas.   SOUTH — South  Atlantic: 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  West  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina, 
Georgia,  Florida;  East  South  Central:  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Alabama,  Mississippi; 
West  South  Central:  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  Oklahoma,  Texas.  WEST — Mountain: 
Montana,  Idaho,  Wyoming,  Colorado,  New  Mexico,  Arizona,  Utah,  Nevada;  Pacific: 
Washington,  Oregon,  California,  Alaska,  and  Hawaii. 
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latter  part  of  the  decade,  although  the 
rate  increase  was  not  enough  to  keep  the 
absolute  number  of  net  outraigrants  at 
earlier  levels. 

Figure  1  shows  the  average  annual  net 
outmigration  from  the  farm  population 
since  1920,  when  figures   first  became 
available.  The  amount  of  loss  experienced 
in  1965-69  was  little  more  than  half  that 
estimated  for  1950-55,  when  movement  from 
farms  was  at  its  postwar  peak.    However, 
the  recent  level  of  loss  has  been  nearly 
as  high  as  that  in  the  1920' s,  when   the 
base  farm  population  was  nearly   three 
times  as  large  as  it  is  today.   From  the 
farm  viewpoint,  the  rate  of  migration  is 
still  high  compared  with  most   earlier 
periods,  but  the  absolute  impact  of  the 
movement  on  nonfarm  areas  is  greatly  di- 
minished from  what  is  was  in  most  years 
from  1940  to  1965. 

Definitions. — The  estimates  presented 
in  this  report  relate  to  the  rural  civil- 
ian population  living  on  :Qrms,  regardless 
of  occupation.   According  to  the  defini- 
tion adopted  for  the  1960  Census  of  Popu- 
lation, farm  population  con?  sts  of  per- 
sons residing  on  places  of  1  acres   or 
more  from  which  at  least  $50  worth  of  farm 
products  were  sold  in  the  preceding  year, 
and  on  places  of  less  than  10  acres  from 
which  at  least  $250  worth  of  products  were 
sold.   Persons  living  on  what  might    be 
considered  farmland  are  classed  as  nonfarm 
if  they  cash  rent  a  house  and  yard  only. 
Likewise,  persons  in  institutions,   summer 
camps,  motels,  and  tourist  camps   located 
in  the  open  country  are  also  classed   as 
nonfarm.   Unmarried  persons    attending 
college  away  from  home,  and  whose  usual 
place  of  residence  is  a  farm,   are  treated 
as  farm  residents  in  the  surveys,  although 
this  procedure  is  different  from  that  used 
in  the  decennial  census. 

Sources  and  limitations. — Annual  es- 
timates of  the  number  of  people  living  on 
farms  in  the  United  States  as  a  whole  are 
obtained  from  the  Current  Population  Sur- 
vey of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census.   As 
these  estimates  are  based  on  sample  data, 


they  are  subject  to  sampling  variability. 
The  chances  are  about  68  out  of  100  that 
an  estimate  of  the  total  1969  farm  popu- 
lation from  the  sample  would  differ  from  a 
complete   census  by  less   than   142,000. 
The  chances  are  about  95  out  of  100  that 
the  difference  would  be  no  more  than 
283,000  and  about  99  out  of  100  that  it 
would  be  no  more  than  362,000. 

Data  for  geographic  areas  and  for 
components  of  farm  population  change  are 
based  on  a  mail-questionnaire  survey  con- 
ducted for  the  Economic  Research  Service 
by  the  Statistical  Reporting   Service. 
This  survey  was  conducted  in  every  State 
except  Hawaii.   Usable  information  was 
obtained  from  22,000  respondents  in  1969, 
reporting  on  92,000  farms.  3/  Area  esti- 
mates are  tied  to  benchmark  figures  for 
decennial  census  years  and  adjusted  to 
conform  to  the  total   farm   population 
estimate  obtained  annually  by  the  Bureau 
of  the  Census. 

The  reliability  of  any   geographic 
area  estimate  depends  on  the  reliability 
of  both  the  U.S.  estimate  and  the  mail 
survey  data.   The  reliability  of  data 
from  the  mail  survey  alone   cannot  be 
assessed  in  terras   of  sampling   error. 
Reliability  depends  in  part  on  State-to- 
State  variations  in  the  size  and  repres- 
entativeness of  the  mailing  list,  as  well 
as  variations  in  rate,  representativeness, 
and  accuracy  of  returns. 

Earlier  comparable  reports. — Esti- 
mates for  earlier  years  on  number,  migra- 
tion, and  natural  increase  of  farm  people 
were  published  by  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture  in  Farm  Population  Estimates 
for  1910-62,  ERS-130,  October  1963.   Annu- 
al estimates  from  1963  to  date  are  avail- 
able in  separate  ERS  reports  for  each  year 
as  follows:   1963,  ERS-177;  1964,  ERS-233; 
1965,  ERS-286;  1966,  ERS-344;  1967,  ERS- 
410;  and  1968,  ERS-427. 


3_/     Each  respondent  reported   for  his 
own  farm  and  for  adjoining  farms. 
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